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REPORT OF THE CANAL COMMISSIONERS. | the contracts, except those for laying the rails on the 


(Canal Commissioner’s Room, Dec. 15, 1831.) 


His Excertency Grorce WO tr, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 


Sin—By order of the Board of Canal Commissioners, 
I have the honor of transmitting to you their annual re- 
port, and accompanying documents. 
JAMES CLARKE, President. 


The Canal Commissioners respectfully submit the follow- 
ing Report: 

Since the annual report of the canal commissioners, 

made on the 21st of December, 1830, the members of 

the board have suffered severely from sickness, and 


Columbia and Philadelphia rail road: “It is further 
agreed between the parties, that when the superinten- 
dent on this division shall give notice in writing or by 
public advertisement, that the sum of money appropria- 
ted towards the expenses of this division for the pre- 
sent year, shall have been expended, that any subse- 
quent labor performed under this contract shall not be 
considered as incurring a debt against the state, contra- 
ry to the true intent and meaning of the 7th section of 
the act of the 21st March last.’ This was deemed in- 
dispensable, fin order to comply with the obligations 
the board were under to carry the other provisions of 
the law into effect, which required them to place the 
work on the several lines therein named under contract, 


have to record the death of their late talented presi- | and appropriated a specific sum for each towards the 


dent, by disease contracted in the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties. A devoted attention to the important in- 
terests which were confided to his care, a sincere de- 


sire to economize the funds of the commonwealth, and | work required by the act of the 21st of March, 1831, 


|amounts to 


an inflexible determination to exact from her agents, 
made subject to his control, a fulfilment of their obliga- 
tions, were conspicuous traits in his public character, 
which entitle his memory to be cherished with grateful 
respect by the citizens of his native state, 

In obedience to the injunctions of the law passed on the 
Qist of March, 1831, entitled ** An act to continue the 
improvement of the state by canals and rail roads,” the 
canal commissioners have put under contract 266 miles, 
and 3114 perches of rail road, canal, slackwater and 
towing path; of which 3 miles and 2514 perches are 
feeders, that were found to be né€cessary, as will appear 
from table marked No.1. The .several lettings were 
fixed at the earliest pericd it was practicable for the 
engineers to have their lines prepared, and for the 
board to attend them successively. Inasmuch as the 
law required the twenty miles of the Columbia and 
Philadelphia railroad west of Philadelphia, to be finish- 


edand made useful for transportation with the least pos- | 


sible delay, the board had it first placed under contract} 

There are 324 miles of single track, and 49 miles and 
11 perches of double track of the Columbia and Philadel- 
phia-rail road, and 36 miles and 221 perches of double 
track of the Allegheny portage road, for which con- 
tacts have not yet been entered into for laying the rails, 
but with this exception, table marked No, 1. contains 
the whole work authorized to be put under contract by 
the act of the 21st of March last. 





{ 
4,913,109 414 


expenses thereof for the present year. 


By the table marked no 2, it appears that the aggre- 
gate of the present estimates for completing the whole 


| 5,412,242 664 


| From which deduct the amount of work 
done and paid at the last monthly es- 
timates, 


499,133 253 





| Of this quantity of work there has been 
| done but not yet paid, 80,528 97 


| Whole amount of work yet tobe done, 4,832,580 443 





| The whole amount received by the trea- 


| surer of the board since the last Re- 

port, for canal purposes, and up to 

the Ist of December, is 2,087,922 16 
To which sum add the balances refunded, 4,780 21 


$2,092,702 37 
| Of which sum of $2,092,702 37, the 
sum of $255,933 54, was received 
' prior to the passage of the act of the 
21st of March,and of which there was 
advanced before that day. 
| On account of old work and 
| damages, 214,704 44 
| On account of repairs, 36,249 32 
| To the Canal Commissioners, 3,500 00 


In addition to those lettings, the superintendents up- | The balance was received 


on the several lines have re-let, at various times, 75 
sections of canal and towing path, 5 sections of rail 
road formation, 29 miles of laying rails, 4 viaducts, 3 
aqueducts, 13 dams, 13 locks, 13 culverts, 66 bridges, 
and a great variety of smaller jobs, have had to be re- 
let, and re-re-let during the season, all of which were 
examined and revised by the canal commissioners. 1022 
contracts have been revised and approved since the 11th 
of May last. 

A form of contract for canal sections accompanying 
this report, and marked A, contains the general stipula- 
tions and provisions in all the canal and rail road con- 
tracts.* ‘The following article has been inserted in all 











* See next yol. 
Vou. VIII, 53 


since the 2lst of March 
last, and advanced as fol. 
lows: 
Onaccount of old work, 700,485 58 
do. new work, 610,879 73 


do, repairs, 291,870 32 
do. damages, 22,729 00 

To the Canal Commissioners 
and appraisers, 4,615 00 
Due Abner Lacock, 14] 92 


Balance in the hands of the 
treasurer on the Ist De- 
cember, 1831, 207,527 07 
————— 92,092,702 38 
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Of the sums advanced as above stated, the sum of 





[Dectmaen 


entertained by the board of the sufficiency of either 


$249,449 83, was in the hands of the several superin- } their skill or capital for the undertaking; but on the 8th 


tendents and supervisors on the 1st of December, the 

greater portion of which sum has been expended, and 

the accounts are in a train for settlement. 

The sum advanced to superintendents on 
account of new work, 

From which deduct amount paid, as 
above stated, 


610,879 75 


Balance in the hands of the superinten- 
dents, $111,746 473 
Amount in the hands of the treasurer, as 
above stated, 
Balance of the loan authorised by the act 





207,527 07 


of the 21st of March last, 789,897 16 
Balance of the appropriation of the lust 
year, 1,109,170 702 





Amount yet to be paid upon the work 
authorised by the act of the 2lst of 
March last, as above stated, 4,913,109 41} 
Deduct the above balance of last years 
appropriation, 





$3,803,938 703 

Which sum of $3,803,938 703 is the estimated sum yet 

required to finish the whole work authorised by the 
act of the 2ist of March last. 

It may be proper bere to remark, that the cost of the 
work yet to be done has been estimated at the contract 
prices, with a liberal percentage added to cover 
contingencies; and although estimates have heretofore 
proved little else than their own fallacy, yet the board 
believe the above is ample and may be relied upon. 

Having presented the general operations of the board, 
under the act of the 21st March, 1831, they will now 
proceed to detail the progress made in the work and 
its character, on each of the lines separately. 


COLUMBIA AND PHILADELPHIA RAIL-ROAD. 


As stated above, 39 miles and 248 perches of road 
bed formation, and the laying a single track of rails ou 
20 miles of the road next to Philadelphia, were placed 
under contract on the 11th of May last. In 39 miles, 
248 perches of road bed formation, is included the dis- 
tance between the western shore of the river Schuy Ikil] 
and the intersection of Vine and Broad streets; and 
previous to the allotment of the work, the mayor, alder- 


of June the board were advised that they had declined 


‘signing the contract. It was immediately advertised 
| for re-letting. To the time required by law for adver- 


lising, to give an opportunity for suitable bidders to get 
notice, and to the absence of the board, attending to 
duties required of them in other and distant places, and 


499,133 253 | to the sickness of the late president of the board, to 


whom the proposals were transmitted by the superin- 
dent, is to be attributed the apparent delay which took 
place in re-letting this important work. It was not, 
therefore, until the 3d day of August, that it was re-let 
to Lathrop, Ives and Brown, who were the lowest bid- 
ders, and some of whom the board knew to possess the 
requisiteskill and capital, But here, again, the board 
' and the public were disappointed in their expectations, 
for the latter contractors also relinquished the job. The 
viaduct was again let on the 1st of September, to Dodd, 
Bishop and Brittain, bidders at the re-letting who have 
entered into a contract, and have since been prosecu- 
ting the work as vigorously as the advanced season and 
| other circumstances would permit, It is thought that 
it may be completed for public use by the first day of 


1,109,170 703 | December next. 


The board have in like manner been frustrated in 
their calculations, by some of the contractors for laying 
rails, abandoning their contracts. The difficulty of 
»yrocuring stone blocks of a suitable quality, has proved 
to be much more serious than was at first anticipated, 
and the consequence has been a retarding of the work, 

| and an increase of its cost over former estimates. The 
| present estimate of the cost of the whole work, when 
‘completed, is $2,297,120 21, being equal to $28,173 
| 63 per mile. 

The work is constructing upon the principles of the 

latest improvements in rail roads, and in the most sub- 

stantial manner; and although the cost of it may appear 
\}1o be large, yet, when the quality of the work, and the 
/sum required to construct similar works elsewhere, 
‘are duly considered, it is perhaps as reasonable as ought 

to have been expectecg The graduation and masonry 
‘alone, of the first twelve miles of the Baltimore and 
| Ohio rail road, cost $46,354 56-100 per mile; and that 
| whole road, now under contract, (being 71 miles upon 
}the main stem of the road with double tracks, and a 
| branch of 33 miles to Frederick with a single track, one 
‘third of the whole road to be laid with stone rails, and 
| the remaining two-thirds with wood,) is estimated to 
cost $1,906,853, or $27,228 per mile. The* company, 


. sn ai hae he 
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men, and citizens of Philadelphia, by their proper au- | intheirlate report, state “that it required 64 months to 
thorities, engaged to construct and continue a rail-road, | lay down 6 miles of stone track, and that the cost of 
from the intersection of Vine and Broad streets, down | laying with stone has been underrated in every in- 


Broad street to Cedar street, agreeably to the provi- 
sions of the first section of the act of the 21st of March 
last. Un the 18th of May, one mile and 110 perches 
of road bed formatlon, and the laying of a single track 
of rails on 124 miles next to Columbia, were put under 
contract. 

The amount of work done is $230,977,123 of 
which there has been paid $201,558 26; leaving retain- 
ed percentage $29,418 864. 

The quantity of work done falls short of the wishes 
of the board; not from any want of zeal or diligence in 
the ofticers ora majority of the contractors on the line, 
but owing to an uncommon wet season, a scarcity of la- 
borers and consequent rise of wages, under estimates by 
contractors at the lettings, and to the difficulty of part 
of the work, and, as a necessary result, to an abandon- 
ment of a great many contracts. The board have espe- 
cially to notice the effect of these causes of delay, upon 


}stance.” The celebrated Liverpool and Manchester 
rail road in England, which has been the principal 
cause of creating an excitement in public opinion favor- 
able to that species of improvement, cost the enormous 
sum of $117,000 per mile. 

| While the board avow themselves favorable to rail 
roads where it is impracticable to construct canals, or 
| under some peculiar circumstances, yet they cannot 
forbear expressing their opinion, that the advocates of 
| rail roads generally, have greatly over-rated their com- 
parative value, To counteract the wild speculations of 
visionary men, and to allay the honest fears and preju- 
dices of many of our citizens, who have been induced 
to believe that rail roads are better than canals, and 
consequently that, for the last six years, the efforts of 
our state to achieve a mighty improvement, have been 





misdirected, the canal commissioners deem it to be their 
duty toadvert to a few facts which will exhibit the 





the viaduct over the river Schuylkill, at Peters’ Island. | comparative value of the two modes of improvement 
This structure is calculated to be a road bridge for tra- | for the purpose of carrying heavy articles cheaply to 
vel, as well as for passing the rail road cars; it will be | market, in a distinct point of view. 

980 feet long. It was let to William and Charles Le | Flour is now carried by the canals to Philadelphia 
Baron and Gabriel Heister, on the 14th day of May, | from Lewistown, 211 miles for 624 cents, and from 
These men were the lowest bidders, and no doubt was! Harrisburg, 150 miles for 40 cents a barrel; and gyp- 
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sum is taken back for three dollars a ton to Harrisburg, of May last; but owing to the causes already mentioned, 
and five dollars a ton to Lewistown, therefore the | anda great degree of sickness which prevailed during 
freight (exclusive of tolls) isdownwards 14} mills per | the months of August and September, the work done 
ton per mile, and returning, 7 mills per ton per mile; or |upon it onthe 15th November, 1831, amounted only 
on an average both ways one cent and three-fourths of | to $41,992 03, of which 35,575 94 has been paid, and 
a mill per ton per mile for carriage. | 6,110 69 is retained. The prominent works upon this 

On 9 miles of rail road at Mauch Chunk, and on ten | part of the line are, an aqueduct over the Swatara 300 
miles of rail road between Tuscarora and Port Carbon, | feet long and 18 feet wide, with a road bridge attached 
the carriage of coal costs 4 cents, and the toll on the | to it—two out-let locksiof ten feet lift each, and 100 by 
latter road is acent and a half per ton per mile. | 174 feet in the chambers, to connect the basin at Co- 

The comparison will then stand thus: \lumbia with the river Susquehanna—and two lift locks 


On ten miles of rail road between Tuscarora and Port | overcoming s fall of 16 feet. 


Carbon: Freight per ton, 40 cents. 
Toll on coal per ton, 15 
— 55 cents. 
On ten miles of the Pennsylvania canal: 
Freight per ton, 102 
Toll on coal at halfa 
cent per ton per mile, 5 
—15} | 
394 
Being 39} cents difference in favor of the state canal 
on each ton for every ten miles of transportation. 
The following table will exhibit the relative useful 
effects of horse power when employed on common | 
roads, on turnpike roads, on rail roads, and on canals. 








Weight of | Numoer of 
Freight miles per 
transpor’d day. 
Tons. | MILEs. 


Four horses will draw, in addition 
to the weight of the carriage or 
boats containing the load—on a : 
common road, in a wagon, 1 | 
On a turnpike road not exceeding 
five degrees of inclination in a | 





wagon, 13 
On arail road having arise and 

fall of 30 feet, (or one-third of a 

degree,) to the mile, in eight 

cars, 16 
On the Pennsylvania canal, in two 

boats, 100 24 

The introduction of locomotive engines and Winans 
cars upon rail roads, where they can be used to advan- 
tage, will diminish the difference between canals and rail 
roads in the expense of transportation, But the board 
believe that, notwithstanding all the improvements 
which have been made in rail roads and locomotives, it 
will be found that canals are from two to two and a half 
times better than rail roads for the purposes required of 
them by Pennsylvania. 

The board have been thus explicit, with a view to 
vindicate the sound policy of the commonwealth in the 
construction of her canals; yet they again repeat that 
their remarks flow from no hostility to rail roads, for 
next to canals, they are the best means that have been 
devised to cheapentransportatior. They are valuable in 
many situations, and particularly along courses of great 
thoroughfare, which will bear the expenses of their 
construction. They can be made to carry the United 
States mails and passengers, and also light valuable 
goods, where fime is of more importance than cost of 
transportation. 

It is expected that of the Columbia and Philadelphia 
rail road, 17 miles of single tract, from the Schuylkill 
westward, and 124 miles from Columbia eastward, will 
be laid by the first day of May next, and may be exten- 
ded for the whole line, by the 4th day of December 
next, and that the entire work can be completed in two 
years. 

TRE COLUMBIA LINE OF THE EASTERN 
DIVISION. 





The entire work authorised to be put under contract 
on this line_under the act of the 21st of March last, 
when completed, is now estimated to cost $133,804 52; 
(the out-let locks were not included in the estimate of 
last year,) and the estimate of the cost of finishing the 
work upon the 10 miles of this line, placed under con- 
tract before the 21st of March last, is $23,718 02. 

It is expected that the work upon this line will be so 
far completed, as that the water may be admitted in 
June next, 


FRANKSTOWN LINE OF THE JUNIATA DI- 
VISION. 


This line is 38 miles and 102 perches in length, of 
which 22 miles and 156 perches will be canal, and 15 
miles 266 perches slackwater, made by 14 dams in the 
river. It extends from a point one-third of a mile above 
Huntingdon to Hollidaysburg, where a basin 1650 feet 
long and 120 feet wide, has been located, and at which 
place a connexion is established with the Allegheny 
portage road, ‘Two feeders will supply the first level 
—a dam will be builtin the Beaver dam branch at Hol- 
lidaysburg, and the pool ofthe dam, which is crossed 
by the rail road, will also answer for a basin—it will be 
850 feet in length and 100 feet wide. The two basins 
are connected by a short feeder canal 36 perches long, 
being of the same dimensions as the canal; another fee- 
der is taken from the south fork of the Juniata—it is S 
miles and 48 perches long, and 10 feet wide at the bot- 
tom. On this line there are 14 dams, varying from 5 
to 274 feet in height—6 aqueducts; 6 towing path 
bridges, crossing the river; 8 guard, and 43 lilt locks, 
overcoming a rise of 330} feet. 

The work upon the Frankstown line was placed un- 
der contract on the Ist of June, and on the 29th July 
last. The causes which have retarded the progress of 
the work upon all the lines, operated with peculiar 
force on the Juniata, compelling many of the con- 
tractors to relinquish their jobs, and thus producing a 
delay of the work by the necessity of advertising it foe 
re-letting, and procuring the sanction of the canal com- 
missioners to new contracts. 

The work upon this line, when completed, is at pre- 
sent estimated to cost $698,181 56. The amount of 
work done, on the 25th day of November, was $84,440 
15; of which there has been paid $72,255 48, and $12,- 
184 67 is retained. It is believed that ifthe ensuing 
season is favorable, this line will be ready for naviga- 
tion throughout, by the Ist day of October next. 


ALLEGHENY PORTAGE RAIL ROAD, 


The length of rail road, from the east end of the low- 
er basin at Hollidaysburg, to the west end of the basin 
at Johnstown, is 36 miles and 221 perches, but be- 
tween the head of the basin at Johnstown, and the up- 
per basin at Hollidaysburg, the distance is only 35 
miles and 310 perches. The summit of the mountain, 
where the rail road crosses it, is 1398 71.100 feet above 
the eastern, and 1171 58,100 feet above the western 
basin. Connexions will be formed between the rail 
road and canal, by piers and slips, at both ends of each 
basin. These piers and slips have been set apart for 
the use of the commonwealth, and will occupy the 
whole ground, (about 100 feet wide) between the ba- 


The 8 miles 227 perches of canal necessary to com- | sins and the rail road, for 150 feet in length at the west 
plete this line, were placed under contract on the 18th | end, and 200 feet at the east end of each basin. 
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A space one hundred and twenty feet wide, has been 
staked out and appropriated to the use of the common- 
wealth, the entire length of the rail road. The reasons 
which governed the board in occupying so much 
ground, are these: It was necessary to clear off the tall 
heavy timber of the mountain, for at least 60 feet on 
each side of the centre of the road, and hereafter thein- 
calculable trade of the Mississippi basin and the lakes, 
will require an additional number of tracks over the 

mountain; hence, prudence seemed to dictate the pro- 

priety of appropriating to the use of the state, as much 
ground as may hereafter be required, while it is, as at 
present, of very little value. 

The bed of the road is graded 25 feet wide, fora 
double set of tracks. There will be five inclined planes 
on each side of the mountain, intended for stationary 
engines, as soon as the quantity of trade passing over 
the road shall require so much power. Horse power, 
however, can be used in the commencement, as the in- 
clination of none of the planes is greater than many 

ortions of our turnpike roads, the greatest angle of 
inclination with the horizon being only 5 degrees, 51 
minutes and 9 seconds. But inasmuch as the trade 
from the west will greatly overbalance that from the 
east, and the bituminous coal at and near the summit of 
the mountain can be used to equalize the necessary pre- 
ponderance, it is believed that, on the east side of the 
mountain, the rise of the planes may be overcome on 
the self acting principle; thus making gravity the mo- 
tive power, and thereby dispensing with the use of ei- 
ther horses or steam, on the five eastern planes. 

The most important works upon the Allegheny por- 
tage,are a tunnel about 19 miles west of the crest of the 
mountain; it is900 feet long, and 16 feet wide; a via- 
duct of stone with a single arch of 80 feet span over the 
Little Conemaugh; and also one of wood, of two spans 
of 33 feet each over the Beaver dam branch of the Ju- 
niata. 

The rail road when completed with a double set of 
tracks of stone and iron with the necessary machinery, 
the whole executed in the best manner, is at present es- 
timated to cost $1,271,718 18. The amount of work 
done on the Ist day of November was $75,195 96 of 
which $63,984 84 has been paid, and $11,211 12 is re- 
tained. The board are of opinion that one set of tracks 
can be laid along the whole Jine for public use, by the 
1st day of May, 1833, and that the entire work can be 
completed by the Ist day of December, 1833. 


THE BEAVER DIVISION | 


Commences on the Ohio river at the mouth of Big 
Beaver, and extends up the Beaver and Shenango 
creeks 24} miles to the town of Newcastle. Of this di- | 
vision there are 8 miles 16 perches of canal, and 16 | 
miles and 224 perches of slackwater and towing path. 
The contracts on it were let on the 20th of July, and | 
19th of October last. There are onit 7 dams varying 
from 7 to 14 feet in height, 2 aqueducts, and 17 guard 
and lift locks overcoming a rise of 132 feet. The two 
outlet locks will each be 25 feet wide, and 120 feet long 
within the chambers. They are calculated to admit the 
smaller class of steam boats that ply on the Ohio, into 
the pool of the first dam. This was found to be necessary | 
for the trad of the town of Beaver, as well as for several | 
flourishing villages, situated on the banks and near the 
mouth of the creek, and also to accommodate a number 
of extensive manufactories, the machinery of which is 
propelled by water taken from the falls of that stream. 

The Beaver division, when finished, is at present es- 
timated to cost $335,317 82. The amount of work done 
on the 15 day of November, was $42,708 964, of which 
$36,360 713 has been paid, and $6,348 254 is retained. 
The whole line is expected to be completed for public 
use by the Ist day of December next. 


FRANKLIN LINE, 
Of the French creek division commences on the Al- 








legheny river, at the mouth of French creek, and ex- 
tends up the latter stream 22 miles and 88 perches, to 
its intersection with the feeder. On this line there are 5 
miles and 52 perches of canal, and 17 miles and 36 
perches of slackwater and towing path. ‘The principal 
works are 11 dams, varying from 7 to 16 feet in height, 
and 3 guard and 16 lift locks, which overcome a rise of 
1204 feet. The work was put under contract on the 
1ith of July, and 7th of October last. 

The whole cost of the line, when completed, is at 
present estimated at $270,681 32. The amount of work 
done on the 16th day of November, was $17,838 684, 
of which $15,166 36 has been paid, and $2,702 084 is 
retained. 

This line may be completed and ready for public 
use by the 15th of November next. 

The board would here respectfully call the attention 
of the legislature to the situation of the French creek 
feeder—It has been finished a distance of 194 miles 
ready for use, but at neither end is it connected with 
water or any public place of business, and in its present 
condition is entirely useless. An extension of it at the 
north end, of about 160 perches, would connect it with 
French creek, and fill it with water and render it use- 
ful. It has been estimated by the engineer now upon 
that division, that $15,000 would be required to form 
the necessary connexion. This extension of the feeder 
is indispensable for opening a communication between 
Meadville and the Allegheny river. The board also 
recommended its extension at the western end, three 
miles, to connect it with Conneaut lake, thereby adding 
18 miles between French creek and the head of the 
lake, to the useful navigation of that division. The 
cost of this latter extension is estimated at $26,000. 


LYCOMING LINE, 


Of the West Branch division commences at the head 
of the pool of the Muncy dam, and from thence ex- 
tends up the West Branch of the Susquehanna river, 
14 miles and 68 perches to the Big island opposite to 
the mouth of Bald Eagle. On this line there are 31miles 
and 12 perches of canal; 10 miles and 56 perches of 
slack water and towing path; 7 dams varying from 4 to 
10 feet in height; 4 aqueducts, and 12 guard and 
lift locks. which overcome a rise of 80 feet. The work 
was put under contract on the Ist of July and 24th of 
August last. The whole cost of the line when comple- 
ted, is at present estimated at $500,587 54. The 
amount of work done on the 25th day of November 
was $59,117 39, of which 50,746 88, has been paid, and 
$8,370 51 is retained, This_line may be finished by 
the ist day of December next. 

Although the West Branch division will be valuable 
to portions of the counties of Northumberland, Union, 
Centre, Clearfield, M’Kean, Potter, Tioga and Lycom- 
ing, to convey away the products of the farm and the 
forest, and in return carry back the necessary supplies 
of merchandize, &c. from the sea board; yet, we ap- 
prehend that it will be to the iron and bituminous coal 
of that region, that the commonwealth must look for 
tonnage sufficient to compensate her for the investment 
she has made in this branch of the canal. Therefore to 
attain this great object and enable the West Branch di- 
vision to sustain itself, it will be necessary to extend the 
improvement further up the river to the neighborhood 
of the coal beds; and also by a cross cut to open a com- 
munication with the Bald Eagle, so as to give the iron 
and produce of Centre county, ready access to the ca- 
nal, 

The engineer upon the upper portion of the Lyco- 
ming line has estimated that $18,172 00 will be suffi- 
cient to construct a crosscut 3 miles and 132 perches, 
between the pool of the dam at the Great island and 
Bald Eagle creek; with a dam 4 feet high, and a guard 
lock on the creek; and also an out-let lock of 9 feet lift 
to communicate with the river. He has likewise es- 
timated that one other dam inthe river, and a guard 
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lock with 4 feet lift to it, and 5 miles and 45 chains of | previous expectations of the board, yet they have the 
towing path, with other necessary works, will cost $36,-| satisfaction to state,and they do it with great confidence, 
547, which extension would carry the improvement to | that what has been done is well done. The qualifications 
the threshold of the coal region. But, to render the | of the engineers now in the service of the state, and the 
improvement entirely useful by an approximation to| style of the work that is being done under their plans 
numerous coal beds on both sides of the river, a further | and directions are greatly superior to either the one or 
sum of $62,893 would be required, to build three other | the other at the commencement of the canal and rail 
dams, and as many guard locks, each having 4 feet lift;| road system of Pennsylvania. The contracts are full 








and also 3 miles and 156 perches of towing path; thus 
estimating the whole proposed improvement of 9 miles 
and 51 perches to cost $99,440 00. 


LEWISBURG CROSS CUT. 


This small prong of the great system extends two 
hundred perches from the main stem ofthe West Branch 
division, to Lewisburg, in Union county, There will 
be on it one dam 23 feet high, across the river, and 2 
locks, overcoming a lockage of 21 feet. A contract 
was made onthe 17th day of August last. for the com- 


and explicit, and the board believe that on all the lines 
they are literally interpreted and their conditions ri- 
gidly enforced. Nothing has been left to discretion or 
construction that was susceptible of specification, and 
all sub-contracting by canal and rail road speculations is 
banished from the public works, 

The work authorised by the act of the 21st of March 
last, which has been placed under contract, is estimated 
at $3,603,983 26; and the work yet to be put under 
contract is computed to cost $1,808,259 40, The pre- 
sent condition and progress of the work induces the 


pletion of the whole work connected with the cross cut, | hoard to believe, that the balance of the appropriation 
for the sum of $22,000, being $3000 less than the sum | now available will be exhausted on some of the lines by 
appropriated to that object by the act of the 2Ist of| the middle of next January, and on all of them within 
March, 1831. The estimate of work done on the 25th | the month of April next. 


of November, was $1250, of which the sum of $1060 | In addition to the unexpended balance of the appro- 


has been paid, and $190 is retained, 


The whole work may be completed for public use by 
the first day of September next. 

The Wromrne Lyne of the North Branch division, 
commences at the Nanticoke dam, and extends up the 
North Branch 16 miles and 316 perches, to a point near 
the mouth of the Lackawannock creek, where it is 


supplied with water by a feeder from the creek, 2034 | 


perches in length, There are 13 miles and 11 perches 
of canal, and 3 miles and 305 nerches of slackwater and 
towing path. The most important mechanical work up- 
on this line, is one aqueduct and 5 lift-locks. The whole 
lockage is 43 feet, The work upon this line was put 
under contract on the 18th of June last, and, when com- 
pleted, is estimated to cost $220,594 56. The amount 
of work estimated to have been done on the 25th No- | 
vember, was $26,447 32,of which the sim of $22,454 54 | 
has been paid, and $3,992 774 is retained. It is expect- 
ed that this line may he completed by the Ist day of Au- | 
gust, 1832. 

Previous to fixing the location of the Wyoming line, 
the board caused careful surveys to be made in and on 
both sides of the North Branch, which resulted in es- 
tablishing an independent canal on the east or. Wilkes- | 


| 





priation made by the act of the 21st of March, 1831, it 
is estimated, that during the ensuing year there will be 
required about $70,000 for paying off contracts on the 
old lines, and $1,995,679 30 for the lines of canal and 
rail road which have been placed under contract the 
past season, being the estimated balance required for 
the completion of the work now under contract; and 
also $800,000 for the contracts yet to be entered into— 
making an aggregate sum of $2,865,679 30 that will be 
wanted for the expenditures of the next year. 
OLD LINES OF CANAL. 

The Deraware Division from Bristol to Easton is 
593 miles. At the last annual report of the Canal Com- 
missioners, December 21, 1830, in speaking of this divi- 
sion they say that, * the filling of the canal for naviga- 
tion in its whole course, commenced in October, 1830,” 
and that, ‘* twenty-five miles are navigable,” but they 
add that ‘a part of the work first constructed has pro- 
ved defective and requires extensive repairs.”? This 
last observation has been verified by the fact that since 
that time, the two Supervisors on the Delaware divi- 
sion have expended $97,339 51 on repairs, and introdu- 
cing feeders, and the whole line is not yet ready for 
navigation. The original plan and construction of large 


barre side of the river. In consequence of this location, | portions of this division have proved to be exceedingly 
the citizens of Kingston, with a rich valley, several , defective, and, although every exertion has been made 
flouring mills and valuable coal beds, are deprived of | throughout the year, by the officers on the line, to fill 


the full benefit of the improvement. It has been sug- | the whole canal with water, yet their efforts have here- 


gested that a short side cut, and an out-let lock into the | 
river at Forty Fort, would bea great advantage to those | 
interests. Believing, as the board do, that the addition- | 
al tonnage would amply justify the expense of the pro- | 
posed side cut, they therefore de not hesitate to recom- 
mend to the legislature its adoption. 

The whole amount of work, authorized by the act of | 
the 21st of March, 1831, which has been put under con- | 
tract is estimated to cost $3,603,983 264. The aggre- | 
gate of the estimates of work done, made principally on | 
the Ist, 15th, and 25th of November, is $579,662 224 of | 





tofore proved unsuccessful. 

The twenty-five miles of canal between New Hope 
and Bristol, was open for navigation on the 20th of last 
March; and has continued in good order, throughout the 
season, with but two or three weeks interruption, caus- 
ed by the falling of the water in the river from which it 
was supplied; but for the want of a connexion with the 
upper portion of the canal, this part of it has been al. 
most uselsss. The water from the head of the canal at 
Easton, has within a short period reached New Hope, 
and confident expectations are entertained that the 


which $499,133 25} has been paid, and $80,528 97 is | whole line will yet be filled, ready foran active nayiga- 
retained from the contractors, as security for the faithful | tion next season. 
performance of their engagements. The porous nature of the soil along the Delaware, 
That more work has not been performed during the | has demonstrated the fallacy of the original design, of 
past season, is attributable to the time required to or-| feeding the entire 60 miles of canal from the Lehigh. 
ganize efficient corps of engineers,and for them to make | Hence it has been found necessary to introduce other 
the necessary plans and locations previous to the let- | feeders: One for conveying into the canal, the waters of 
tings; to a scarcity of laborers, caused by the general | Durham creek, about ten miles below Easton; it is 1890 
prosperity of the country, and, the great amount of | feet long, and 12 feet wide at the bottom; and another 
work in market in Pennsylvania, and throughout the | near Lumberville, by which the water of Milton creek 
United States; to an uncommonly wet, and (on many of is conveyed into the canal, it is 1509 feet long. Tem- 
the lines east of the mountains) sickly season, and to| porary feeders have also been constructed on sections 
numerous abandonments of contracts. | 54 and 61, which will not be required when the repairs 
Although the quantity of work done falls short of the | of the canal are completed. 
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The want of a sufficient supply of water at the low- 
est stage of the river, had become so apparent to the 
board, that at their session in Philadelphia, on the 6th 
of May last, they passed the following resolution: 

**Resolved, That the supervisor having charge of the 
lower portion of the Delaware division be required, un- 
der the direction of the principal assistant engineer, to 
construct a wing dam at Wells’ falls, on the Delaware 
river, insuch manner as not to obstruct the navigation 
of the river, and erect a water wheel with such other 
fixtures as may be necessary to supply the canal with 
water from the combined locks, near New Hope to 
Bristol.” 

in passing the foregoing resolution, the board ex- 
pressly disavow any intention on their part, of impeding 
the natural navigation of the river; or of infringing the 
compact between the states of New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania. But inasmuch as the former state had by 
law, granted power tothe Delaware and Raritan canal 
company to take water from the river Delaware, by a 
navigable feeder, to supply the summit level of their 
great canal; and had also authorised another company 
to construct, and fill with water from the river, a wide 
canal, six miles long, for propelling machinery at Tren- 
ton, the board conceived that the state of New Jersey 
had, thereby, given such aconstruction tothe compact, 
as would justify Pennsylvania in erecting a water 
wheel to supply a portion of her canal. That work is 
now in such progress as to ensure an ample supply of 
water hereafter, between New Hope and Bristol. 

While it has become the duty of the board, in justice 
to the public, as well as to themselves, to expose the 
defects in the construction of the Delaware division; 
and also the errors that have been committed on other 
lines: They likewise, feel it to be incumbent on them, 
to declare their belief that the source of the evil, is not 
to be sought in any want of zeal, or faithfulness on the 
part of their predecessors in office, but in the law pass- 
ed the 16th of April, 1827, which limited the pay of en- 
gineers. 

Engineers, like all other men who seek employment, 
will generally be found where their talents are best ap- 
preciated, and hence it should not have been expected, | 
that those who were in the receipt of from three to five | 
thousand dollars a year, would enlist in the service of 
Pennsylvania at the limited salary she offered. 

The former board of canal commissioners, in their re- 
port of the 25th of Dec, 1827, complain of the ef-| 
fect of that law by stating, that they were ‘‘suddenly 
deprived of the most valuable assistance,” and ‘‘could 
not but entertain a painful sense of the responsiblity of 
their situation, and of the consequences that might 
arise from any error on their part.” And they also add, | 
that ‘‘it is believed that the organization of the engineer | 
department, upon a regular and well digested system, 
is necessery to ensure economy of expenditure and ex- | 
cellence of construction. ‘This object,” say they, ‘has | 
not yet been accomplished, nor is it believed to be 
practicable, while the provisions of the act of the 16th 
of April, 1827, continue in force.” 

The present board do not wish to be understood, as 
finding fault with the law as it now stands; for the in- 
crease of engineers in the United States has enabled 
them to surmount the difficulties complained of by their 
predecessors: But the effect of that misjudged econo- 
my have been seriously felt by this board in the difficul- 
ty of putting the canal in navigable order—by the pub- 
lic, in being subjected to vexatious delays, and by the 
commonwealth in the cost of construction andjof repairs, 
and the loss of interest on the money expended. 

The Norra Branca Driyision, from Nanticoke dam 
to Northumberland, is 554 miles. Although this divi- 
sion was reported as finished last fall; yet it was not 
until the 27th of September that the supervisors of the 
line succeeded in passing boats the whole distance 
ever it. Since then the navigation has been uninter- 
rupted, and boats have arrived at Wilkesbarre, direct 











from Philadelphia, a distance of 216 miles. The chute 
in the Nanticoke dam has been altered, and construct- 
ed in such a manner as, it is believed, will afford entire 
safety to the descending trade of the river. $55,752 563 
have been expended in repairs, &c. since the Ist of 
December, 1830. 

Moncy LIne oF THE West Branca Dryisron, from 
the head of the pool of Muncy dam to Northumberland 
is 244 miles. This division was reported navigable in 
November, 1830; but the unusual floods of the past 
season, undermined the Muncy dam, and it had to be 
rebuilt; which has been effected in water that was 
from 15 to 23 feet deep, (being the excavation made 
by the over-fall of the dam) and under great embarrass- 
ments, from a succession of freshets in the river. It is 
now being completed, and is so well executed as to 
give entire confidence in its future permanency. Hence 
there has, as yet, been but little navigation on this line. 

The bridge over the West Branch of the Susquehan. 
na, at the town of Northumberland, was finished about 
the 21st of May, 1831, from which time to the 24th of 
November, the amount of tolls received on it has been 
$740 50. 

The expenditures on the line, since the 10th of De- 
cember, 1830, for repairs, &c. (including the amount 
paid on the new dam) have been $20,095 964. 

The Svsquresanna Division, from Northumberland 
to the south end of Duncan’s Island, is 39 miles. The 
navigation upon this division was closed by ice on the 
10th ot January, 1831, and re-opened on the 25th of 
March last. The trade upon it has suffered very little 
interruption during the past season, except for a short 
period, owing toa want of water, caused by a failure of 
the Shamokin dam. 

The board avail themselves of the present occasion, 
to record their decided disapprobation of having high 
dams in the Susquehanna river. Had low dams been 
originally adopted, it would have avoided the immense 
expense, risk, loss and vexation, which have been con- 
sequent upon these great and unstable structures. The 


| Shamokin dam is 94 feet high above the bottom of the 


river, and 2783 feet long: and the chute in it is 62 feet 
wide, and, asnow extended, is 650 feet long. This 
‘hopeful structure” has been twice built, and as often 
unfaithfully executed! A want of skill or vigilance in 
the officers superintending the construction, and of in- 
tegrity in the contractors, is too manifest to be palliated. 

On the 21st December, 1830, the dam and chute had 
cost $64,217 27; and the repairs that have been done 
and are being done upon it this season, will add about 
$18,000 to the cost. 

A large amount of property was lost and injured in 
descending the chute last spring, andthe ice remov- 
ed about 180 feet of the dam, and materially damaged 
other portions of it. It has been undergoing a course 
of alterations, and repairs: but the first contractors for 
repairing the dam abandoned the job, and the work 
had to be re-let, which, with the continued high water 
of the river, has delayed its completicn. The chute is 
finished, and, is believed, will hereafter render the pas- 
sage of the descending trade of the river perfectly safe 
andeasy. The repairs of the dam are nearly completed, 
but truth requires the board to state their opinion that 
its permanency is still insecure. 

‘The amount expended since the 10th of December, 
1830, on this division from Northumberland to the first 
lock below Berry’s Falls, for repairs, &c. (including the 
Shamokin dam and chute, ) has been $17,564 86. 

The HarrispurG LINE OF THE EASTERN DIviston, 
from Duncan’s Island to Swatara is 24 miles. The na- 
vigation of this line was not suspended by ice until the 
10th of January, 1831, and the canal opened again on 
the 22d of March; since which time it has continued in 
good order the whole season, This short line has given 
an earnest of what may be expected from all the others, 
when they shall have been effectually repaired. 

The bridge over the river Susquehanna at Duncan’s 
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Island is built on the Lattice principle. The final esti- | public works of the state. Continued wet weather, for 
mate of the cost amounted to $74,853 30, of which | several weeks prior to the 7th July, had saturated the 
$72,854 85 have been paid, the balance amounting to | ground, and filled the streams with water, when an un- 
$2,000 45, is retained, as the work is proved to have | precedented rain fell upon a narrow strip of country 
been very unfaithfully executed. The board passed a | parallel with the Conemaugh, and only a few miles 
resolution on the 28th of December, 1830, directing it | distant from it, which in four or five hours, swelled the 
to be repaired, and a contract was soon afterwards ex- | small tributary streams on the south side of the river 








ecuted; but about the 24th of August, the contractors | 
relinquished the job,having done very little towards the 
fulfilment of their engagement. The bridge is now being | 
repaired by the supervisor upon the line, in sucha) 
manner as will, it is believed, remedy many of its origi- 
nal defects, and render it safe and durable. 

The repairs on this line, including ten miles of the | 
Susquehanna division, since the 10th day of December, 
1830, amount to $9,324 123. 

The Juntata Division, from Duncan’s Island to 
Huntingdon, is 89 miles. The canal as far up as Lew-| 
istown, being the lower half of this line, kept open for | 
navigation until the 10th of January, 1831; and the na- 
vigation was open on the 25th of March, to Newton | 
Hamilton, which is 69 miles above Duncan’s Island. 

One of the abutments of the dam in the Long Nar- 
rows was injured, and the towing path of the canal for 
some distance below it, was broken through in several 
places by an unusual freshet in the spring. 

About the 25th of April, the two aqueducts over the 
river at Shaver’s ford and at Jack’s narrows were finish- 
ed, and shortly afterwards boats arrived at Huntingdon 
from Philadelphia, a distance of 255 miles, Since that 
time the navigation has been uninterrupted, except for 
a few weeks; which was occasioned by the breach of a | 


Jarge culvert near Waynesburg, and the sinking of one | 


branch of the dam at North’s Island, which had been 
undermirded by the over-fall of the water. 
vert was rebuilt with great promptitude, and both the | 
dams have been repaired. The towing path through | 
the long narrows, has been raised and strengthened; | 
and water ways have been constructed round the locks: 
so that when a few other repairs are made which are 
yet necessary, and which can be done during the ensu- | 
ing winter, the whole line will be in good order for an | 
active trade between the east and west, next season. 

The expenditures for repairs, &c. on the 89 miles, 
since the lst of December, 1850, have been $66,- 
976 554. 

The Western Drviston, from Johnstown to the 
Monongahela river, at Pittsburg, and including the 
branch and out-let lock into the Allegheny river, is 105 | 
miles. The canal from Blairsville to Pittsburg, con- | 
tinued open for navigation until the 11th of January, | 
1831; and the trade commenced again upon the whole | 
division on the 7th of April last, 

The tunnel at Pittsburg and out-let locks into the | 
Monongahela, are finished ready for navigation. This | 
tunnel is solidly arched throughout with sand stone, | 
laid in hammer-dressed range work. 

The tunnel that was excavated through a hill at a Joop | 
of the Conemaugh, about ten miles below Blairsville, | 
has given much trouble, by the rock falling from its | 
roof. Hopes were entertained that as soon as the roof | 


into irresistible] torrents, which in their headlong course, 
swept off fences, bridges, mill dams, saw mills, and 
houses, and suddenly raised the river to an extraordi- 
nary height. 

At the mouth of Tub Mill creek, there were about 
14,000 yards of embankment, and a great amount of 
protection wall carried away from the canal, M‘Gee’s 
run bore off a towing path bridge. Stony run 
swept away the aqueduct over it; and _ several 
small towing path bridges, walls and embankments, 
along the Kiskiminetas line, were thrown down, car- 
ried away, or destroyed, But the most serious effect 
produced by the flood, was the destruction of a large 
dam over the river at Leechburg, 

Immediate measures were taken to repair the injuries 
sustained by the public works, and proposals were re- 
ceived from contractors for repairing the old dam,and also 
for building a new one, 1400 ft. further down the stream. 
Upon opening the proposals, and calculating the value 
of the bids, it appeared that about as much was asked 
for repairing the old dam, (when taken in connexion 
with the abutments and the guard lock which required 
to be rebuilt) as for building a new dam and all things 
connected with it; hence the board decided upon hay- 
ing anew dam erected. 

The reasons which governed the board in their de- 
cision, were, the extent of the breach in the old dam 


The cul- | and that the foundation was washed out toa great depth; 


that the old dam was grossly defective both in planand 
construction, and a portion of what was yet standing 


| was greatly shattered; that the same cause which had 


effected the present breach might again occur, and re- 


| move the remainder of the dam, at atime when an im- 


mensely increased commerce would proportionably 
magnify the evil; that one of the abutments required 
immediate re-building, and that the other one, being 
constructed of wood, must soon perish; that the guard 


lock was so unfaithfully executed, as also soon to re- 
quire re-building; that the site chosen for the new dam 
| affording rock for one of the abutments; that the prin- 
, ciple upon which the new dam was proposed to be 
_ constructed, afforded entire confidence in its strength 


and stability; and lastly, that very little, if any, saving 
would be effected, eitherin time or expense, by adopt- 
ing a temporary patch work plan, instead of a radical 
remedy. 

The new dam has a base of 96 feet with the thread of 
the stream, sloping on both sides to the comb; it is 28 


' feet high from the bottom of the river, and 23 feet high 
| from low water mark; and has a wier 450 feet long. 


The abutment and guard lock were built by contract- 
ors, and the dam itself was erected by the three su- 
pervisors upon the western division, The board 
take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the unre- 


would acquire the form ofa gothic arch, it might be-| mitting diligence of those gentlemen, Messrs. Leckey, 
come permanent; but these hopes were disappointed. | Knott and Jameson—This great structure was urged 
Large masses of stone continued falling, which often | forward by them with such system, energy and perse- 
interrupted the navigation, and rendered a Passage | verance as to be completed, {except some gravelling,) 
through the tunnel extremely dangerous. The board, | in 68 days from the time the first timber was laid down, 
therefore, gave directions to have so much of it arched All the other injuries sustained by the flood have 
as had manifested symptoms of giving way. The larg- | been effectually repaired, and there is now no obstacle 
est portion of the work has been done, and the most ‘to the future use of the western division. 
dangerous places have been secured. ‘The residue of | ‘he whole amount of money expended for repairs, 
the arching will be finished during the ensuing winter. | &c. between Johnstown and Pittsburg, including the 
Dam No. 4, at the tunnel, required extensive repairs, | l.eechburg dam and guard lock, since the 10th of De- 
which have been made, and they are done in a substan- | cember, 1830, is $73,217 614. 
tial manner. | The Frenca Creex Feeper, trom near Bemis’ mill 
The whole western division was kept in good navi- | to the lower end of the feeder, by Conneaut swamp, is 
gable order, until the 7th of July last, when the great- | 194 miles, The present situation of the feeder renders 
est disaster happened that has heretofore befallen the | it entirely useless. $4,399 85 has been expended du- 
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ring the present year in securing the aqueduct over sary. A limited appropriation may often not be ade- 
French creek, and in making some other repairs ceem- | quate to meet extraordinary exigencies, and for want of 
ed indispensable for the preservation of the canal. power in the fiscal officers of the government to grant 
The following is a summary of the old lines of canal | relief, may be attended with disastrous consequences. 
with their length, and the sums expended on them for | Acombination of untoward circumstances during the 
ordinary and extraordinary repairs within the year, and | past season prevented the use of the greatest part of 
for additional structures to render them more per-| the canal, and hence the toll received for 11 months, 
fect. ending on the first of November last, amounted only 
to the sum of $538,241 2, 
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TE pe | of so much of the surplus water as cannot be required 


. . : _ | for the purposes of navigation, would multiply manu- 
It will be perceived by the above table, that the ordi- | factories, promote the prosperity of the country, and 


nary repairs on 4264 miles of canal,have cost $92,708 84, | add much to the revenue of the state in rent, for the 


while the extraordinary expenses incurred within the | use of the water, and in tolls on the additional tonnage 
last year have amounted to $260,935 74. This last | arising therefrom 


sum belongs more properly to the cost of construction | ‘ Zi 

than the expense of repairs, being principally incurred | , re ea of aa, ey “waged —— cide 
in making necessary new works, and in remedying the | **X¢n from fifteen decisions on the castern; forty-two 
defects of old works, which required large expendi- decisions on the Juniata, and one hundred and seven 
unnnt to gender them celal aud permanent. The ag. | decisions on the Delaware division; made by the canal 
gregate estimates of the supervisors, for ordinary = | commissioners upon claims for damages, occasioned by 
pir fc. within the ensuing sea", amount to about, the contruction ofthe canal fo the sppraiets appoint 

100,000. But as the works have all been recently | ar 

constructed, it would be unwise to expect a total | ne cg eta — — awarded by the ap- 
exemption from partial failures, | it will, therefore, be | P®!S¢rs, appear trom the following statement: 
necessary to provide for casualities to which all new 











works of this kind are subject. Pe ee ey 
Finding that the appropriation for making repairs on | wr eee coaiaian 
the canal, and for other purposes, would prove inade- Eastern division. | 15. | $1,505 00 | $3437 00 
quate to meet all the demands upon thatfund, the board | Juniata division, 42 1428 00 11,692 00 
of .canal commissioners, on the 11th of November last, | Delaware division. 107 10,115 00 31,975 50 








directed so much of the fund as was then in the treas- 
ury, to be paid to the supervisors having the charge of The awards by the appraisers upon the eastern divi- 
the Leechburg, Muncy, and Shamokin dams, deeming sion, were made in the year 1830, and directions were 
the completion of these structures of vital importance | given by the board to the superintendant, to pay the 
to the whole canal system. Hence there isa deficiency | amount awarded to the claimants respectively, The 
for other objects, intended to be paid out of that appro- | awards upon the J uniata and Delaware divisions, were 
priation, some of which are of an urgent nature, requir- | made by the appraisers during the past season; and the 
ing the speedy interposition of the legislature. record required by the act to authorise the canal com- 
While the board are not disposed to doubt the wis- | missioners to carry their proceedings into effect has not 
dom of making specific appropriations for the construc- | yet been received. 
tion of the several lines of canal and rail-road, yet they | The sum of $33,863 25 has been paid within the last 
would respectfully suggest the propriety of making a | year for damages, on the following divisions of the Penn- 
general provision for repairs, that may become neces- ! sylyania canal and rail road: 
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French creek feeder, : - ° $10 00 
Western division, - - : - . 2198 00 
Juniata division, : - : - - 2107 61 
North branch division, = - - : : 7508 50 
West branch division, - - . ‘ 328 00 
Eastern division, - - : ° - 4,829 00 


Delaware division, - - - - 16,832 14 
Columbia and Philadelphia rail road, 50 00 


rt 


$33,863 25 


By an act of the 4th of April, 1831, the canal com- 
missioners are required, should they deem it practicable 
and expedient to construct a chute or sluice in the 
Shamokin dam, on the east side of the river, for the 
passage of river craft, or to adopt such other measures 
as they may deem best calculated to insure and preserve 
the safe navigation of the river at that place. 

The board, in the discharge of this duty, have adopt- 
ed the plan of extending the walls of the old sluice, 
making the whole length of the sluice as now construct- 
ed, six hundred and fifty feet, and rendering, as they 
believe, the navigation entirely safe, at a much less 
expense than it could have been effected on the east 
side of the river. 

The West Philadelphia canal company, on the 14th 
instant, presented to the board a plan of the proposed 
canal navigation round the western abutment of the 
permanent bridge over the river Schuylkill, at the city 
of Philadelphia, to be submitted to an engineer or en- 
gineers, to be appointed by the canal commissioners, 
agreeably to the provisions of the 15th section of the 
act incorporating the company. ‘The board therefore 
appointed Moncure Robinson and D. B. Douglass, en- 
gineers, to make the re-survey and examinations requir- 
ed by the said act. 

By the act of the 4th of April, 1831, the canal com- 
missioners are directed to enquire and ascertain, wheth- 
er the fifth section of the act of Pennsylvanla passed 
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ference of level, between the surface of the canal and 
the river is 15 feet, to be overcome by two combined 
locks of 74 feet lift each. Owing to the proximity of 
the canal to the river, the proposed cut will be on a 
line diagonal to the canal, and a basin of 100 feet in 
length, and 50 feet wide, must be excavated on the 
berm side of the canal to admit of boats turning. The 
whole work is estimated to cost $11,452 32. 

On the 6th of April last the superintendent upon the 
Juniata division was directed to make the necessary ex- 
aminations, under the act of the 4th of April, 1831 
authorising the board to settle with James McNamee, 
late a contractor on section 37, of the said division, for 
retained percentage, and materials delivered, and to 
pay the amount which may appear tobe due. The su- 
perintendent reported to the 5oard on the 8th of June 
that the sum of $378 73 of retained percentage re. 
mained unpaid, but that no other part of the claim was 
founded in justice. The sum reported to be due was 
then directed to be paid. 

In obedience to the act of the 25th of March last 
the board on the 29th of March directed the superin- 
tendent upon the Susquehanna division, to contract 
immediately with some fit person for the construction 

| of a chute in Snyder’s dam on Penn’s creek. A con- 
| tract was accordingly made soon thereafter, but was 
abandoned in September, because the sum of two hun- 
| dred dollars appropriated by the act was insufficient to 
meet the cost of the necessary repairs. Subsequent 
offers have been made to other persons, deeply inter- 
‘ested in the navigation of Penn’s creek, but the board 
| have not found any person willing to undertake the re- 
| pairs of the chute for the sum appropriated. 
| Asaconclusion to the report of the board detailing 
| their proceedings in the year that has just elapsed they 
thought it proper to take a concise retrospect of the 
| rise and progress of the public canals and ruil-roads of 
| Pennsylvania, exhibiting the systen-atic and unwaver- 
ing efforts of a great state, proceeding steadily, through 





the 19th day of February, 1801, which declares the | a series of years, in the prosecution of a gigantic sys- 
Susquehanna down to the Maryland line, to be a public | tem of improvement, which, when completed, as now 
, 


highway, has been violated by the erection of dams; | authorised by law, will be about seven hundred miles 
the dams constructed on this river, under the authority | in length. 


of the state are four in number, two on the main river, | 


On the 10th of February, 1824, a re 
and one on each of its North and West branches; these | to the House of Riachenatationn by a eee ae 


ome vary in height enenting from the bottom of the body, recommending a survey from the termination of 
river, from 84 to 12 feet; sluices are left in three of | the Union canal, at Middletown along the vall f 
them, and a chute constructed in the fourth, for the | the Susquehanna, Juniata, Conemmagh Kiskim ee 
accommodation of the descending trade on the river. | and Allegheny rivers, with a view to a aaa i 
Considerable damage however has been done during | from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. oe 
the last spring freshets, to craft passing through two of | March 27th, 1824, a law was passed, authorising tl 
those sluices, but such improvements have since been | governor to appoint three canal padadeeee : “4 
made as will for the future render the descending navi- | plore the following routes, to ascertain the a nan 
gation entirely safe. This being effected, the canal | bility of constructing canals on the lines desi eee 
commissioners gre of opinion, that the law of the 19th | 1. From Harrisburg to Pittsburg by the See 7 th 
February, 1801, has not been violated. | Juniata and Conemaugh rivers, + Bak ee = 
By the act of the 25th March, 1831, the sum of 120 | West Branch of the Susquehanna and r= lia . 
dollars is appropriated to the repair of that portion of | with the waters of the Allegheny river; and also cae 
the public road, on the south side of the river Lehigh, | country between the Schuylkill and the Gomme. 
’ 


which was injured or destroyed by the dam across the | through the 
edu he dam _ gh the great valley of Chester a 
mouth of the said river; upon examination it appears, | counties. r a 


that the sum appropriated is inadequate for the pur-/| 2, From a poi i ill, i 
! : point on the river Schuylkill i 
pose, and it has been suggested that a change of the | county, by Mahonoy creek, the i a a 


location of the road could be advantageously made, and | Moshannon or Clearfi i 
that the object of the act would thereby be more ef. | neunanh, Kitioinsin wt Ako 


fectaly obtained. | oe Kiskiminetas, and Allegheny rivers, to 
In obedience to the directions of the resolution of | February 2d 25.— jori 

the 30th of March last, a survev has been made by the | sdiantet sepia Gok tee alae 
engineer, upon the division for a side cut from the Ju- | hundred and eighty miles, between the Schuylkill tien 
niata division of the Pennsylvania canal, to the Juniata | and the sources of the Juniata and amen h sian 
river, nearly opposite the mouth of Tuscarora creek; Allegheny mountain, during the previous ne “a 
the river bank opposite the mouth of that creek was | that in their opinion, a canal was practicable from east 
found to be decidedly unfavourable for the proposed | to west, and ought to be undertaken immediately by 


connection. ‘The site selected is a few rods below the | the State.—$6,351 27 i 
Perrysville ferry, and may be considered favourable, minary ae eae age 
the distance between the towing path of the canal, and 
the river on the line 





April 11th, 1825.—A law was passed directing the 


Vo, Vill. sr is 300 feet, and the dif- | Governor to appoint a board of five canal commission- 
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ers, who were required to explore and survey routes 
for canals. 

1- From Philadelphia through Chester and Lancas- | 
ter counties, and thence by the West branch of the | 
Susquehanna and the waters thereof, to the Allegheny 
and Pittsburg. 

2. From the Allegheny to Lake Erie. 

3. From Philadelphia, by the Juniata to Pittsburg ; 
and From thence to Lake Erie, 

4, From Philadelphia to the northern boundary of 
the state, towards the Seneca or Cayuga lake. 

5. A route through Cumberland and Franklin coun- 
ties, to the Potomac river. 

6, A route by the Conococheague, or Monocosey 
and Conewago, to the Susquehanna. 

7. A route through the county of Bedford, to con- 
nect the route of the proposed Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, with the Juniate. 

December 30, 1825, and February 3, 1826, the ca- 
nal commissioners reported that four routes were level- 
led ard surveyed, that is: | 

1. The several summits on the route by the West 
Branch of the Susquehanna, 

2. Between the Sinnemahoning and Toby’s creek. 

3. Between the heads of the West Branch and Two | 
Lick creeks, 

4. Between Clearfield creek and the Conemaugh. 

And connecting these with the surveys of the pre-| 
vious year at the mouth of the Juniata and at the Alle. | 
gheny mountain—and also the Juniata summit, and | 
thence by the Conemaugh, Kiskiminetas and Alleghe- | 
ny to Pittsburg. 

After giving a preference to the most northern and 
Juniata routes, they state, ‘the board do not hesitate 
to say, that the practicability of a communication by 
one or other of the routes proposed, which shall an- 
swer all valuable and usefnl purposes, is satisfactorily 
ascertained;” and they conclude with recommending 
the beginning of the work by the commonwealth, 

The sum of $6,575 93 was expended in 1825 for 
making preliminary surveys, and fur expenses of the 


on | 
board of canal commissionets. | 


February 25, 1826, a law was passed directing about 
54 miles of canal to be put under contract, to wit: 
From the west end of the Union canal to opposite the | 


mouth of the Juniata— ind from the mouth of the Kis- 


kiminetas to Pittsburg. These portions of the line | 
being common to all the routes proposed, were deemed | 
most proper to commence upon, 


April 10th, 1826, the governor was required by law 


to appoint four addditional canal commissioners, thus | 
increasing the board to nine in number. 


December 11th, 1826, and ‘ebruary 6th, 1827, the | 


canal commissioners reported, that they had continued 


the surveys and examinations of canal routes. 
1. To connect the Susquehanna and Potomac rivers. | 


9. From the mouth of the Juniata, up that stream 
and thence to the mouth of the Kiskiminetas by a 
canal and portage. 

3. From the mouth of the Kiskiminetas to the mouth 
of French creek. 

4. A feeder from French creek to Conneaut lake. 

5. From the mouth of the Juniata, by the West 
Branch and Sinnemahoning, to the head of Clarion riv- | 
er. 

6. From Northumberland to the New York line. 

By that report, it appears that they had put under 
contract 224 miles of the canal on the Susquehanna, 
and 24 miles on the Allegheny, being 464 miles alto- 
gether, and they recommended the opening of a com- 
munication between the Eastern and Western divisions | 
by a canal and portage road on the Juniata route: and 
also, a canal up the Susquehanna to Northumberland, | 
and by the North branch to the New York line: and 
also, by the West Branch to Bald Eagle; they likewise 
brought into view, connections between: the Delaware 
and Susquehanna, the Ohio, and Lake Erie, anda canal 
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route from the tide waters of the Delaware up that 
stream, 
The disbursements for the year 1826, were 
For preliminary surveys, including expenses of the 
board of canal commissioners, $15,032 74 
For construction of canal, pay of acting commission- 
ers, engineers, &c, $126, 698 64 
April 9, 1827, the Legislature directed a canal to be 


' constructed from the Western termMation of the East- 


ern division, up the Susquehanna to Northumberland, 
and up the Juniata to Lewistown, and from Blairsville 
to join the western division at the mouth of the Kiski- 


) minetas, and also to commence a feeder from French 


creek to Conneaut lake, and a canal on the Delaware 
between Philadelphia and Easton. 

December 25th, 1827.—A report was made by the 
canal commissioners, showing that they had continued 
the preliminary surveys, 

1. From Easton, up the Delaware, to Carpenter’s 
point. 

Ra From the Delaware to the Schuylkill, at Philadel- 
phia. 

S. For a rail road from Philadelphia to Columbia. 

4. An estimate fora canal, fromthe Maryland line, 
up the susquebanna, to Columbia. 

5. From Columbia to Middletown. 

6. From Pittsburg, by the Beaver and Shenango, to 
Conneaut lake. 

7. From Conneaut lake to Erie Harbor. 

8. From the Allegheny river to Conneaut out-let. 

9. From Meadville, by French creek, to Erie Har- 


| bor, 


10, Another survey along the North branch. 

11. Between Bennet’s branch of Sinnemahoning and 
Sandy lick. 

12. Between the West branch and Two Lick creeks. 

In reference to the two latter surveys, the board used 
this emphatic remark: ‘*They are therefore compelled 


_to say, in the most explicit manner, that a navigable 
|; communication, between the eastern and western wa- 


ters of Pennsylvania, sufficiently permanent to justify 
the expense, is wholly impracticable.” 

The board also reported, that they had put under 
contract, 

18 miles of canal on the Delaware division, from 
Bristol upwards. 
_40 miles on the Susquehanna, from the eastern divi- 
sion to Northumberland. 

44} miles on the Juniata, from its mouth to Lewis- 
town. 

51 miles between Blairsville and Pittsburg, and 

9 miles of the French creck feeder; making 





1624 miles of canal contracted for in 1827, 

The expenditures of the year 1827, amounted to 

For preliminary surveys, including the expenses of 
the board of canal commissioners, $18,355 37 

Construction of canals, pay of officers, damages, 
&e, 913,620 543 

March 24, 1828, the legislature directed an extension 
of the canals along the Conemaugh, Juniata, Delaware 
and North Branch, not exceeding 45 miles on each 
stream; 25 miles on the West Branch, ten miles be- 
tween Middletown and Columbia, and the French creek 
feeder to be carrie’ to Conneaut lake; and also, the 
road bed to be prepared of 40 miles, twenty miles a- 
each end for a rail road between Columbia and Phila, 
delphia. 

December 11th, 1828, by the report of the canal 
commissioners, it appears that, in obedience to lawt 
preliminary surveys were made, 

1. Of the Ohio river, from Beaver to Pittsburg. 

2, Of the Monongahela river, from Pittsburg to 
Brownsville. 

3. Of the Allegheny river, from the mouth of the 
Kiskiminetas to the mouth of French creek. 

4, For a portage road oyer the Allegheny mountain. 


Paes 
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5, Fora canal throngh Kishacoquillas valley. | miles of the bed of the Columbia and Philadelphia rail 


6. For a rail road from Harrisburg to Chambersburg, | road were graded and ready for laying the rails. 
and thence by Gettysburg to York. | The tolls received in 1830, were 27,012 90 
7, Several surveys between the Susquehanna and the | The disbursements for the year 1830, in- 
head waters of the Schuylkill and Lehigh rivers. cluding surveys, construction of canal 
8. Another survey from Easton to Carpenter’s point. and rail roads, officers, damages, re- 
9. Another survey of the West Branch, to the mouth | pairs, &e, 5,157,844 08 
of Bald Eagle. March 2lst, 1851, the legislature directed the com- 
Their report also shows that they had put under con- | pletion of the whole of the rail road from Columbia to 
tract during the preceding season, | Philadelphia, and of the Eastern division of the canal 
103 miles of the French creek feeder. | between Columbia and Middletown; also the extension 
264 miles of canal, from Blairsville up the Cone- of the Juniata division by canal or slack water, from 
maugh. Huntingdon to Hollidaysburg, and a rail road from 
45 miles on the Juniata. | thence across the Allegheny mountain to Johnstown; 
23 miles on the West Branch. ) also the extension of the West Branch division, by canal 
45 mileson the North Branch. or slack water, from the Muncy dam to the mouth of 
354 miles on the Delaware. | the Bald Eagle, and a water communication between 
10 miles between Middletown and Columbia. | the town of Lewisburg, and the said division; also, the 
aaa , extension of the North Branch division by canal or 


1954 miles of canal contracted for in 1828; and also, | 


404 miles of road formation of the Columbia | 
and Philadelphia rail-road. 
Preliminary surveys expenditure included in the, 
nex. year. 

The amount expended in 1828, for construction, and | 
pay of officers, &c. $2,785,612 24. 

April 22, 1829, a law was passed, requiring the canal | 
commissioners to enter into contracts for those sections | 
onthe Delaware division, and on the North Branch di- | 
vision, which had not then been commenced, and mak- | 
ing it their duty to cause as much of the contracts, | 
then made upon the different lines of canal and rail | 
way, to be completed within the year, as should be| 
practicable. 

By an act of the 16th April, 1829, the legislature ap- 
pointed a board of nine canal commissioners, to serve 
for one year from the first Monday of June thereafter. 

December 18th, 1829, the canal commissioners re- | 
ported that they had caused other surveys to be made | 
of the east end of the Columbia and Philadelphia rail 
road, and of the portage rail road over the Allegheny 
mountain. By their report, it appears that they had | 
put under contract | 

| 
{ 





63 miles of canal on the Delaware and 
9 miles on the North Branch, making 
154 miles contracted for in 1829. 

195 miles of canal were reported as finished and navi- 
gable; 106,000 dollars as borrowed over the appropria- | 
tion, and 1,398,790 67 dollars as due to contractors for | 
work done. That year rates of toll upon the canal | 
were established and a system of rules and regulations | 
was adopted. 

The sums expended in 1829, were for 

Preliminary surveys, including surveys 

made in 1828, 
Construction of canals, pay of officers, 
damages. &c. 





$19,637,67 
3,713,908 25 


From which deduct the sums refunded, 


slack water from the pool of the Nanticoke dam, fifteen 
miles, and a towing path along said pool; also, a canal 
or slack water from the Allegheny river, at the mouth 
of French creek, up that creek tothe French creek 
feeder, anda canal or slack water from the Ohio river, 
at the mouth of Big Beaver creek, up that creek to the 
town of New Castle. 

By the present report of the canal commissioners, it 
appears that they have put under contract during the 
past season: 

Miles. Perches. 

41 38, of road bed formation upon the Columbia 

and Philadelphia rail road, 

160, of laying asingle track of railsupon do, do 

221, of road bed formation upon the Allegheny 
Portage road, 

227, of canal on the Eastern division between 
Middletown and Columbia. 

38 102, of canal and slackwater, upon the Franks- 

town line of the Juniata division. 
3 48, of feeder do. upon do. do. 
16 316, of canal and slackwater upon the Wyoming 
line of the North Branch division. 
2034, of feeder do. upon do. do. 
41 68, of canaland slack water upon the Lycom- 
ing line of the West Branch division. 
200, the Lewisburg cross cut. 
22 ~=—- 88, of canal and slack water upon the Franklin 
line of the French creek division. 
22 2°40, of the Beaver division. 


Co or we) 








266 3114, placed under contract in 1831. 
The amount expended in the year 1831, up to the lst 


of December, is $1,199,827 96. 
The whole sum received by the treasurer 


of the canal commissioners, up to the 
date of their last report, is $10,288,309 59 
41,743 13 


LS LTT 


March 27, 1830, the legislature made it the duty of | The actual amount received by the trea- 


the canal commissioners to cause all existing contracts 
to be completed, if practicable, during that year, and | 
to constrnct about three miles of canal at the east end | 


surer, for canal purposes, at the date of 
the last report of the canal commission- 
ers, Dec. 21, 1830, $10,246,566 46 


of the western division extending to Johnstown, and! Amount received by the treasurer of the 


also requiring another survey of the portage road over | 
the Allegheny mountain, by three engineers. 
During the same session an act was passed reducing 


board,from the date of the, 
last report, up to the Ist 
of Dec. 1831, $2,092,702 S7 


the number of canal commissioners to three, and again) From which deduct amount 


vesting their appointment in the governor. 

December 21, 1830, the canal commissioners report- | 
ed that they had caused another survey to be made of | 
the Allegheny portage road, and surveys of connexions | 
between the Pennsylvania canal and the Susquehanna | 
river at Harrisburg and Lewisburg—and that they had 
placed under contract and constructed three and an half | 
miles of canal below Juhnstown. They say that the | 
water had been admitted into 406 miles of canal and 
that 20 miles more were nearly completed; and 404 


refunded, and a balance in 
the treasury on the Ist of 


January, 4,780 21 


2,087,922 16 


ee 








The whole amount received for canal 

purposes, up tothe Ist of December 

1831, $12,334,488 62 
Deduct the whole amount disbursed up 

to the 28th February, 1831, as per the 
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SE 


settled of the canal commissioners, 
accounts by the Auditor General, 10,677,683 76 } 
Balance, $1,656,804 86 | 
Amount disbursed from 
the 28th of February 
to the Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1831, $1,199,827 96 
Amount advanced to su- 
perintendents and su- 
pervisors, for which 
accounts are in a 
train, for settlement, 249,449 83 


_ 








1,449,277 79 





Balance in the treasury upon the Ist Dec. | 
1831, $207,527 07 


Signed by order of the board, 
ATTEST, JAMES CLARKE, President. 
FRS. R. SHUNK, Sec’y. 
Harrisburg, December 15, 1831. 


ae 


A. 
ARTICLE OF AGREEMENT, entered into this 
day of one thousand eight hundred and 


by and between the Common weatTH or Pewnsriyvanra, 
by superintendent on the 
Division of the Pennsylvania canal, of the one part, 
and 
of the other part, 

Witnesseth, That the said 

do premise and agree to dig, embank 
puddle and construct, in a substantial and workmanlike 
manner, ail that part of the Division of 
the Pennsylvania Canal, known and designated as the 
section, upon the plan of the 

line of said Division, in the following manner, to wit: } 

The canal banks to be so constructed, that the water 
may at all places be at least forty feet wide at the top | 
water line, twenty-eight feet wide at bottom, and four | 
feet deep. Each of the banks shall be at least two feet 
above the top water line, and such a slope shall be pre- 
served on the inner side of the banks, both above and 
below the top water line, as that every foot perpendic- 
ular rise shall givean horizontal base of eighteen inches, | 
the towing path shall be on the river side of the canal, | 
its surface shall be at least ten feet wide, and the bank | 


j 


opposite the towing path shall be at least seven feet | 
wide, and both banks shall have a declination from the | 
inner to the outer edge thereof, equal to half an ineh for | 
every foot of surface; the banks shall be constructed of | 
pure, solid and compact water proof earth, and they 

shall be made smooth and even, with a slope on the out- 

ermost side, not less than is above mentioned. And it 

js further agreed, for the purpose of giving to the bank 

the necessary connexion with the earth upon which | 
they are to be erected, that all the grass, tress, bushes, 
and stumps, on the space to be occupied by the canal 
banks, together with all logs, brush, roots and vegeta- 
ble matter of all descriptions, shall be wholly removed 
at least fifty feet from the centre of the canal; and it is 
further agreed that all necessary grubbing shall be exe- | 
cuted according to the directions of the engineer ap- | 
pointed by the canal commissioners of Pennsylvania, 
and when required that a puddle ditch shail be excava. | 


| such, 





[DecemBen 














For embankment, when removed over one hundred 
feet, and to be measured in the banks, per 
cubic yard, 

For cemented gravel or hard pan, strictly 
er cubic yard, 
For solid or blast rock, oa cubic = 

For detached rock meas\iring more than one cubic 
foot, and for slate rodk, per cubic yard. 

For puddling, per cubic yard. 

For vertical wall, per perch of 25 
cubic feet. 

For outside slope wall, 
cubic feet. 

It is understood by the parties, that under the term 
excavalion, are included all drains that may occur on the 
section; and under the term embankment, is included 
the filling in of bridges, and that in all cases the earth 
for embankment shall be taken from such places as may 
be directed by the superintendent or engineer on the 
line. It is also understood that no allowance shall be 
mace for the bailing of water, 


It is further agreed, that any items of work, that may 


per perch of 25 


| necessarily occur on this section, not already specified 


in this contract, shall be estimated by the engineer, and 
paid for accordingly. And itis further understood by 
the parties that all stone quarried from the bed 
of the canal is the property of the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and not of the contractor, and may be 
disposed of by the superintendent as he may think pro- 
per; and that all timber, buildings or fences on the 
track of the canal, are the property of the landholder, 
and the said contractor to be responsible for the safe 
keeping of the same from the depredations of 

hands and laborers. 


The payments to be made in the following manner: 
On or about the day of next 
ensuing the date of this contract, the said engineer 
shall estimate the quantity of work done, and upon his 
certificate being presented to the superintendent, the 
amount thereof shall be paid, deducting therefrom fif- 
teen per cent.; and on or about the day of 
each succeeding month, within the limits of this con- 
tract, the like estimate shall be made, certificate grant- 
ed, and payment in like proportion made thereon. The 
fifteen per cent. directed to be retained to be withheld 
until the contract is completed, unless the board of ca- 
nal commissioners shall direct the same or any part 
thereof to be sooner paid: And further, at the expira- 
tion of the stipulated period for the cornpletion of this 
contract, if the whole work shall be finished to the satis- 
faction of the said superintencent,ihe said engineer shall 
estimate it, and within twenty days after the presenta- 
tion of his certificate to the superintendent the balance 
which may remain due shall be paid. 

It is further agreed between the parties, that when 
the superintendent on this division shal] give notice in 


‘writing, or by public advertisement, that the sum of 


money appropriated towards the expenses of this divi- 
sion, for the present year shall have heen expended 

that any subsequent labor performed under this con- 
tract, shall not be considered as incurring a debt. against 
the state, contrary to the true intent and Meaning of 
the 7th section of the act of 21st of March last. 


And the said 
do further promise and agree, that will 


ted under the seat of each bank, of such breadth and \from time to time during the progress of the work 


depth, and shall be carried up to such a height within 
the embankment, as may be designated by the engi- 
neers, 
And the said 
completing this contract as follows: 
For grubbing and clearing, the sum of 
For all necessary excavation within the banks of the 
canal, puddle ditch and towing path be the same earth, 
gravel, loose stones, clay, loam or sand, 
per cubic yard. 


to be paid for 


conform to such deviations from the present line of the 
canal, and to such alterations in the form, slope, and di- 
mensions of the banks, towing paths or any other part of 
the works; as the said engineer may direct. And it is 
mutually agreed, that the decision of the said engineer 
shall be final and conclusive, in any dispute which may 
arise between the said parties. 
And the said 

do __ further agree, that will not re-let or trans- 
fer said contract, or any part thereof, to any other per- 
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son or persons whatever. And that will person- 
ally snperintend the work during its progress. 

It is further agreed between ‘the parties, that in case 
the work upon this section shall not be commenced 
within days from this date; or if at any subsequent | 
period the said should, in the opinion of the su- | 


perintendent or engineer, refuse or neglect to prose- | 


—._ 


to the purposes intended, as detailed in their report to 


| the Legislature, on the 13th inst., from which it ap- 
pears, that $290,000 were paid to the treasurer of the 


Board of Canal Commissioners, on accounts drawn by 
the Governor, and $10,000 retained for the payment of 
the salaries of Lock-keepers and Toll-collectors, of 
which last sum a balance of $963 23 remains in their 


cute this contract with a force proportioned to. the | hands. a 

quantity of work to be done, and the period within | The Commissioners of the fund, upon a careful exa- 
which it is to be completed;or shall sub-contract or re-let | mination of the several acts of Assembly, relative to 
said section or any part thereof; or shall not give per- | disbursements for canal and rail road purposes, came to 
sonal superintendence to the wark, the said engineer the conclusion, that the act of 30th March, 1831, did 
shall have power with the consent of one of the canal | not constitute three disbursing officers, nor did it re- 
commissioners to determine that this contract has been | quire of them to make direct payments, on account of 
abandoned, and such determination shall put an end to | repairs, damages or salaries of officers, excepting those 
this contract, and exonerate the commonwealth from | ot Lock-keepers and Toll-collectors. From the com- 
every obligation thence arising; and the superintendent mencement of the system, it was hn yp the inten- 
may immediately proceed to dispose thereof in the | tion of the Legislature, that the board of Canal Com- 
same manner as if it had never existed. And to avoid , missioners or their subordinate officers, should be the 
disputes, as well as interruption and hindrance to the | agents for the payment of all moneys connected with 
regular and peaceable progress of the different parts of the construction of the Canal; and the Commissioners 
the work, and to prevent unnecessary injury to the | of the Internal Improvement fund, are not regarded in 
rights and property of the neighbors in the vicinity of | the light of disbursing officers, sali fe —— con- 
the canal, the superintendent, engineer, or assistant en- | stituting them a board, or by any of the su ee 
gineer will dismiss from the service, every quarrelsome | acts imposing further obligations, —Their — are o 
disorderly person,and such as shail be addicted to habits | a character entirely different as will appear by an exa- 
of intemperance, or who shall wantonly commit any un- | mination of the acts of Assembly. ee 
necessary trespass, either upon the person, land, or pro- | The act of Ist of April, 1826, establishing an inter- 
perty of citizens living, travelling, or working upon or | nal improvement fund,” constitutes the Secretary of 
near the works of the said canal, to be guilty of other | the Commonwealth, the Auditor General and the State 


offensive misconduct; and every contractor shall dismiss 
all similar persons employed under him, whenever 
thereto directed by the superintendent, engineer, or as- 
sistant engineer. 





Treasurer, as Commissioners, The sole object of that 
act was the creation of a fund, for the payment of in- 
| terest on loans, that were or might be authorised for the 
construction of the Pennsylvania Canal, and it does not 


And the said appear that any further duty was intended to be impos- 
do promise and agree to finish and deliver up this | ed on the Commissioners than the management and 
contract on or before the day of in the | superintendance of that fund. As the act creating the 
year 183 | Commissioners precisely defined their duties, all sub- 


This contract not to be binding on the common- 
wealth, until approved by the board of canal commis- | 
sioners. 

In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto 
set their hands and seals the day and year first above 





sequent acts enlarging their powers, must be construed 
strictly in accordance with the object of their constitu- 
tion. 

The act of Ist of April, 1826, entitled ‘‘an act au- 
thorising a loan for the commencement of the con- 


mentioned. | struction of the Pennsylvania Canal and for other 
WIrrezss, L. S.] Superintendent. purposes,” is the first in which we find an enlargement 

‘a S { of the original powers of the commissioners of the in- 

[L. S.] ternal improvement fund. That act requires the Go- 

(L- S.} vernor to borrow the sum of $300,000, to be paid to 


Extract from the 6th Section of the act of the 25th of 
February, 1826. 
**No extra allowance shall in any case be made for 
the performance of any such contract beyond the sum 
stipulated therein. 





REPORT OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE INTERNAL IM- 
PROVEMENT FUND. 


Office of the Commissioners of the Internal 
mprovement Fund, Dec. 17, 1831. g 
To the Speaker of the H. of R. 

Srr—In compliance with a resolution of the House | 
of Representatives of the 15th inst., requiring the 
Commissioners of the Internal Improvement fund, to 
** furnish to the House, a statement of the moneys dis- 
bursed by them, under the provisions of the act of As- 
sembly, entitled “* an act authorising a loan of money to 
be invested in the Internal Improvement fund, to be 
applied to the payment of repairs, damages and other 
demands upon said fund, and for other purposes, ‘ pas- 
sed 30th March, 1831: and if no part thereof was paid | 
in satisfaction of damages assessed, that they state the 
reasons therefor”—the Commissioners of said fund beg 
Jeave to state, that the sum of $300,000, appropriated 
by said act, was paid over to them, and has been applied 





the commissioners, to be by them “ appiiEp in (he man- 
ner und for the purposes hereinafter directed.”” The 4th 
section of the same act prescribes the manner, and 
direcis ‘that it shall be the duty of the commissioners 
of the internal improvement fund to cause such sums 
to be paid out of the moneys so borrowed as aforesaid, 
as shall be found necessary for the construction of so 
much of the Pennsylvania Canal as is now authorised 
by law to be constructed. on warrants drawn by the 
Governor, on the Commissioners of said fund, at the 
request of the board of canal commissioners, to the 
treasurer of said board, who shall pay out the same, &c. 

It thus appears that at the commencement of the 
system, the cdmmissioners of the fund were passive 
agents in the disbursement of moneys for the con- 
struction and incidental expenses of the canal; and all 
the subsequent acts, by which the procecds of loans 
were vested in them, make the same provisions with 
regard to the manner in which the money shall be ap- 
plied to the purposes intended. The 18th section of 


| the 9th April, 1827, says, *‘all such sums shall be 


drawn and accounted for,” as directed by the Acts of 
25th February and Ist April, 1826, both of which de- 
clare that moneys shall be paid on governor’s warrants. 
The acts of 24th March and 18th December, 1828, 
provide that the money shall be applied in the manner 
directed by law, The Acts of 23d April, 17th Novem. 
ber. and 7th December, 1829, prescribe no particular 
mode of payment, and therefore the practice under for- 
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mer laws was continued. The Act of 13th March, 
1830, uses the expression ‘‘to be applied as directed by 
law,” and the act of 21st March, 1831, is silent on the 
subject. 

With regard to the payment of damages the several 
acts of Assembly are equally explicit in making it the 
duty of the Canal Commissioners, or their subordinate 


officers. The first act on this subject was passed on | 


the 25th February, 1826.—The 8th section of that act, 
after prescribing the mode in which damages shall be | 
ascertained, directs that they shall be paid by the Board 
of Canal Commissioners. The Acts of 10th April, 
1826, authorises the canal commissioners to take acquit- 
tances or releases for any claims to damages, The 8th 
section of the act of 9th April, 1827, provides a mode 
of assessing damages, and directs that “the acting ca- 
nal commissioner shal’ and he is hereby required to pay 
to the said petitioner the full amount of damages and | 
costs assessed as aforesaid,’ which has been transferred 
to superintendants by the act of 6th April, 1830. The 
act of 16th April, 1831, requires the canal commission- 
ers toreport to the Legislature the amount paid for 
damages.—The 8th section of the act of 24th March, 
1828, requires the canal commissioners to take acquit- 
tances for damages. In addition tu these positive pro- 
visions, the 13th section of the last mentioned act clear- 
ly shows that the Legislature never intended that the 
commissioners of the fund should be disbursing officers, 
The 2d section of the act of 16th April, 1827, inadver- 
tently had directed the salaries of Engineers and Eg 
| 





to be paid by the treasurer of the internal improvement 
fund, instead of the treasurer of the Board of canal 
commissioners, but the 13th section of the act of 24th 
March, 1828, corrected the error, and directed that 
the amount so paid should be refunded to the commis- 
sioners of the internal improvement fund. 

If any doubt could exist, after the provisions of these 
several acts, relative tu the proper authority for the 
payment of damages, it must be removed by the act of 
6th April, 1830, which is very positive on the subject. 
The 5th section of that act directs the Canal Commis- 
sioners, to ascertain the amount of damages, and to 
make an offer of such sums to the persons aggrieved, 
as they shall think reasonable; and in case of non-ac- 
ceptance, the 6th section creates a board of appraisers, 
to whom the matter shall be submitted, and whose de- 
cision shall be final. The board of appraisers are 
required to make a record of their proceedings, a copy 
of which shall be delivered to the board of Canal Com. | 
missioners, *‘ to be by them carried into effect according to 
law.” This is a positive injunction, on the Canal Com- 
missioners, to pay all damages, and the act of 30th 
March, 1831, contains no provision which by any rule 
of construction, would operate to change the practice. 
This last mentioned act vests in the Commissioners of | 
the Internal Improvement fund, the sum of $300,000, 
to be by them appliedto the purposes described, with- | 
out specifying any particular mode, It must be infer- 
red that the legislature intended that it should be 
applied in the manner prescribed by the act of 6th 
April, 1850, and it wassoapplied. The sum of $290,- 
000 as before stated, was paid over to the Canal Com- 
missioners on Governor’s warrants, as directed by law, 
to defray the expenses of the different objects contem- 
plated by the act; and it is presumed their report to 
the Legislature will contain a detailed statement of | 
amount paid for damages. cat 

Taking all these things into view, the commissioners 
of the fund, did not consider themselves as directly 
disbursing officers, for any of the purposes mentioned 





sioners made direct payments, and as the act of 30th 
of March last, prescribed no other mode, the Commis- 
sioners considered themselves bound by the then ex- 
isting practice. The same reason did not apply tothe 
other purposes of the act.—Damages are classed 
among repairs, and the construction of a towing path 
along the foot of the Nanticoke dam. The impossibili- 
ty of the Commissioners of the fund, directly disburs- 
ing money for these latter objects, must be evident at 
first sight, and the act makes no distinction in favour of 
damages. 

Independent of the positive provisions of law, the 
Commissioners of the fund would remark, that many 
difficuities and inconveniences must arise from direct 
payments out of their treasury., Each of the members 
comprising the board have to attend, to the duties of 
their several offices, and those duties generally are suf- 
ficient to uccupy the greater portion of their time ; but 
if other powers be superadded, particularly the direct 
disbursements of money, in all probability the Commis- 
sioners will be overburthened with business, and unable 
to discharge the functions of their offices, either with 
satisfaction to themselves or to the community. —They 
would further observe, that no advantage could possi- 
bly arise by constituting them disbursing officers. 
Agents of the Canal Commissioners are placed, on all 
the lines of Canal, who give security to the Common- 
wealth, for the faithful performance of their duty, and 
who have personal cognizance of matters, requiring the 
disbursement of money. These agents can bestow 
their time and attention on matters entrusted to their 
superintendance, with advantage to the Commonwealth, 
and with satisfaction to the individuals, who have claims 
for damages, arising from the construction of the Ca- 
nal. The Commissioners therefore hope, that no alter- 
ations will be made in the existing laws relative to the 
Improvement fund. 

Very respectfully, Yours, &c. 
SAMUEL McKEAN, 
DANIEL STUGEON, 
A. MAHON, Commissioners. 


DIED. 


In Lelbman, Luzerne county, Pa. on Friday, the 11th 
November, Anranam Pixe. aged 87. The deceased 
was among the first settlers of the Valley of Wyoming, 
and was inthe memorable battle of 1778, with the To- 
ries and Indians, and narrowly made his escape, after 
being wounded, by swimming down the river 3 miles 
to Forty-fort, where he was taken into the fort by his 
companions who had survived the general massacre. 
He was captured by a party of ten Indians, in March 
1779, together with two men anda boy, and was taken 
up the Susquehanna about 60 miles,* where the In- 
dians first halted and encamped for the night; the pris- 
oners were secured by the savages, and Pike was 
placed between two large Indians, and as soon as he 
found they were asleep, he cautiously arose and un- 
loosed his companions, made a simultaneous attack on 
the savages, and left seven of them dead on the ground. 
They then collected what provisions they could and 
returned to the Valley, after experiencing all the hard- 
ships incident to the season. Since that time until his 
death, he has resided in the Valley, celebrated for his 
heroic deeds, and respected for his sincere attachment 
to his country. —[Communicated for the Susquehanna 
Democrat. 





* Mouth of Meshoppen creek, 40 miles from Wilkes- 


in the act of 30th March, 1831, with the exception of | barre. 


the salaries of Toll-collectors and lock-keepers. The 


gesolutio 
ty of the 


I know ‘*‘ orp Pixs,” as he was called, well. I won- 


n of the Sth of January, 1850, made it the du- | der how he lived so long. For many years that J was 
commissioners of the fund, ‘‘¢o pay the sala- acquainted with him he never was sober one minute 


: 14 ck ‘Ivani re he could get liquor enough to stupify him- 
f collectors ad lock keepers, on the Pennsylvania | longer than 
ao. out of the moneys arising from the tolls collect- | self. He was doubtless brave as a total absence of fear 


edon said canal.” Under this resolution the commis- 


could make aman. Several times he came to me (to 
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Woop Lawn, 5th Dec. 1831. 
Dean Str—Your friendly letter on the subject of | 
the Bank of the United States, has been received by 
the course of mail, The opinion which | formed of 
the constitutionality and expediency of the Bank of | 
the United States when I was a member of the Se- 
nate, wes the result of a careful examination of the | 
constitution of the United States, made without any) 
preconceived opinions, ‘that opinion is recorded in | 
two speeches which I made in the Senate in the year | 
1811. Since that time I had no occasion of reviewing | 
the question. My opinion remains unaltered, T was | 
Secretary of the Treasury more than eight years, and 
during that time I had ample evidence of the great util- | 
ity of the Bank of the United States, in managing the 
fiscal concerns of the Union. | 
I am persuaded than no man, whatever bis precon- | 
ceived opinions may be, can preside over the Treasury 
one year, without being deeply impressed with the ex- | 
pediency of the Bank of the United States, in conduc- | 
ting the finances of the Union, The provision in the | 
constitution which gives Congress the power to pass all | 
laws which may be necessary and proper to carry into | 
effect the enumerated powers; gives Congress the right | 
to pass the Bank bill, unless a law most proper to carry | 
into effect, the power to collect and distribute revenue, | 
should be excluded by that provision. The opponents | 
of the constitutionality of the Bank, place great stress | 
upon the word necessary, contained in the grant of | 
power, and insist that no !aw can be necessary, but 
such, that without which the power could not be car- | 
ried into effect. Now this construction appears to me 














ee eee aed 
relate his adventures, which I was to minute down for | 
publication : But he could remember nothing ti!l he | 
got ‘in each cheek a highland gill,” and then he be- 
came so noiS¥ and obstreperous it was impossible to | 
make out a connected story. 

Pike was born in Ireland, and came with the British 

army a soldier, to Boston, at the beginning of the Re- | 
volutionary war. His brother was in the same regi- | 
ment. The dog of an officer attacked his brother, 
who in self defence struck him; when the enraged 
officer made some threat which was answered by a 
passionate declaration that he would kill bis dog and 
him too if tney attacked him. For this a Court Mar- 
tial awarded the poor fellow 600 lashes, under the in- | 
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It does seem to me, that the words 
‘‘necessary and proper” cannot exclude a law that is 
most proper to carry the power into effect. Yet the 
unconstitutionality of the bank can be pronounced on- 
ly upon that construction. [t does appear to me that 
the framers of\the constitution never could have intend- 
ed to exclude the passage of a law most proper to carry 
a power into effect, because it might be carried imper- 
fectly into effect by another law. My construction of 
the grant of power to pass all laws which may be neces- 
sary to carry the enumerated powers into effect, includes 
the power to pass all laws which are necessary and 
proper to carry the enumerated powers into effect in 
the most perfect and complete manner, and not in an 
incomplete and imperfect manner. 

Ihave not seen a complete developement of the 
President’s plan of a Bank, It is possible that by his 
plan the transmission of the revenue may be effected, 
but the safety of the public deposits cannot be effected 
by the President’s plan. The advantage of this secu- 
rity to the public is incalculable. It ought not to be 
relinquished, unless it can be satisfactorily’ proved that 
the Bank of the United States is unconstitutional. 

This I think, cannot be satisfactorily shown. My 
speeches are recorded and can be re-published if neces- 
sary. They contain the result of the best investigation 
I was able to give the subject. I am persuaded I could 
not improve upon it now, if [ had the means of investi- 
gating the subject, which I have not. 

lam, Sir, your friend, &c. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Cuantes Janep Incersout, Esq. 
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During the late severe season, an unusual number of 
aged and respectable citizens have been removed by 


'death—among the most prominent of these was Ste- 


phen Girard Esq. Banker and Merchant—and probably 
the most wealthy individual in the United States. Much 
anxiety has been manifested, to ascertain the mode in 
which he has disposed of his immense property, but as 


fliction of which he died. Pike swore vengeance, if | the will has not yet been made public, we deem it use- 
in his power; but no opportunity presenting, he desert- | less to record the numerous reports in circulation—it is 
ed, and fixed himself at Wyoming, where he performed generally, however, understood, that the city and pub- 


the deeds related by the paragraph above. 

He told me the whole band, and prisoners, overcome | 
with fatigue, had sunk into sleep, except the old In-. 
dian who kept guard. Hc sat, his back towards Pike, | 
on a log, hovering over the fire, nodding, yet holding 
in his hand a deer’s head, which he had been picking.— 
Loosening himself, Pike seized the old man’s spear, | 
and thrust it through him. He gave one deep groan 
and fell into the fire. Springing then to his companions 
he cut their fastnings—seized the guns and put them | 
aside—and tomahawked two Indians before the others 
became aroused to their danger. All this was the work | 
of a minute. One of his companions instead of aiding, | 
half dead with affright, remained on his knees praying. 
Several of the Indians were killed and others wounded. | 
Finding their arms gone they fled. One, many years | 
afterwards, was seen by the late Judge Hollenback, in | 
the Genessee country, who spoke of the affair, and 
showed the scar of a desperate wound he had received 
onthe neck, Another, badly wounded perished in the | 
wilderness. Ithink but two escaped, and Pike came | 
into the settlement with the arms of the enemy as his | 
trophies. Every body, of course, liked to hear him | 
tell his story and to treat him. A sounder headed man | 
might have been overthrown by so much flattery and 
whiskey as. were voleantarily proffered to * oxp PrKe 
TAR Inpran KitrER.” — Village Record. 


lic institutions, will receive a large portion of it. 

His funeral was attended yesterday, by an immense 
concourse of citizens, and different societies. We sub- 
join a short sketch of this distinguished individual, from 


the Pennsylvania Whig, also the proceedings of the 
Select and Common Councils, 


His remains were interred in the burial ground of the 
Trinity Church, N. W. corner of Sixth and Spruce sts. 


MR. GIRARD. 


We find, in the Pennsylvania Whig of Wednesday 
the subjoined particulars of the life and character of 
the late Stephen Girard. 

*‘Mr. Girard commenced with ‘small beginnings.’ At 
first a cabin boy; thena mate of a ship; then keeper of 
a small tap shop, where he retailed drams and segars; 
he successively rose to the rank of the first merchant 
and the most opulent banker inthe country. ‘Industry 
and frugality,’ was his motto; business was with him a 
passion; and like all who devote themselves with enthu- 


| siasm to any pursuit, he was gifted with genius for his 


profession. 

“At the time, or rather just prior to the expiration of 
the charter of the old bank of United States, 1811, Mr. 
Girard had instructed Barings to purchase for him 
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$1,200,000 worth of its stock and with this he commenc- | 
ed banking under the superintendence of the late Geo. | 
Simpson, the Cashier of that institution, to whom he | 
confided its transactions. This was in 1812, since 
which his bank capital has increased to five millions.” | 

“Mr, Girard was in the 84th year of his age, accord- 


of this paper.” 


tion. Above all men most able to revel in luxury, or 
to rollin a splendid equipage, he fared at all times 
alike, and withina few days of his death, rove in the 
style of a plain farmer, rather than that of a rich bank- 
er, he was a devoted friend to those principles of civil 


rd | and religious liberty, which form the basis of the poli 
ing to his own account, given to the father of the editor | 


tical fabric of his adopted country; and when in the 
course of the last war the credit of that country was 


“Mr, Girard wasa native of Bordeaux, in France, } impaired, he mainly contributed to arrest the threatened 


where he has still living, we believe, a brother and sister. | 
He has three nieces married in this city, and several | 
aephews likewise. 

‘In the Yellow Fever in 1793, Mr. Girard was distin- | 
guished for his active benevolence at the Bush Hill 
Hospital, in ministering to the sick, and devising plans 
for the prevention and restriction of contagion. 

“We understand the business of Mr. Girard will suf- 
fer no interruption by his death; that his Bank will con- 
tinue its operations; and his buildings on his Market- 
street Square progress to an imposing, elegant and 
useful completion. 

*“‘The habits of Mr. Girard were exclusively those of 
the man of business. He had no pleasures, but in the 
performance of active duties, always to be found busy 
in] his compting room, or bustling on his farm, for he 
was also fond of Agriculture; feeding his own cattle, 
curing his own beef, and even bestowing his attention 
on the culture of a vegetable garden, the produce of 
which he caused to be taken to market. His fruits and 
his flowers were also of the most choice kind. But in 
his hands, for his was the touch of Midas, every thing 
was turned into gold; and fruits, flowers, vegetables, 
ships, houses, lots, Bank, and all, contributed in the 
end, to pour millions in his lap. Like all men of im- 
mense wealth, it was his peculiar delight, to cast his 
eyes over the aggregate of his millions. But he took 
most pleasure in adding house to house, lot to lot, until 
he could count his squares of buildings, and found it 
impossible to count the number of his deeds, parch- 
ments and warrants. To the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company he was an efficient triend, inthe hour of need 
as well as to the Chesapeake Canal Co. and other pub- 
lic works of yast importance, and lasting utility.” 





Thursday Afternoon, Dec. 29, 1831. 
SPECIAL MEETING. | 


| 

SELECT COUNCIL.—Mnr. Duane offered the fol- | 
lowing preamble and resolutions, which were unani- | 
mously adopted, and subsequently unanimously adopt - | 
ed by the Common Council. 

The members of the Select and Common Councils, | 
of the city of Philadelphia, learn with deep sorrow, | 
that their venerable and esteemed fellow citizen, STE- 
PHEN GIRARD, has departed forever from the scene 
of his long and memorable usefulness: Contemplating | 
the humility of his origin, and contrasting therewith 
the ultimate variety and extent of his wealth and works, 
the mind is filled with admiration of the man, and pro- | 
foundly impressed with the value of his example. 
Numerous and solid as the edifices are, which he con- | 
structed in the city and precincts of Philadelphia, they | 
will constitute but a transitory record of what he was, 
when compared with the moral influence that must | 
arise from a knowledge of the merits and means, by | 
which he acquired his immense estate. Those merit | 
and means were probity of the strictest kind, diligence | 
unsurpassed, perseverance in all pursuits, and a frugali- | 
ty as remote from parsimony as from extravagance. 
The goodness of his heart was not manifested by osten- 
tatious subscriptions or loud professions—but when | 
pestilence stalked abroad, Stephen Girard risked his 
life to preserve from its ravages the most humble of his 
fellow creatures; and whenever sorrow, unaccompanied 
by immorality, approached his door, it was thrown wide 
open: his person, his habits, and his home evinced his 
love of what was simple, and his disregard of ostenta- 
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consequences: To say all this is but to aver what al? 
those of mature age in this city must know or have 
heard. 

Resolved, That the Clerks of the Councils be and 
they are hereby instructed to cause the respective halls 
to be hung with mourning, as a mark of respect to the 
memory of Srernen Grnarp, Esq. 

COMMON COUNCIL,—Mr. Murrar offered the 
annexed preamble and resolution, which were agreed 
to. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 29th 1831. 

Whereas, in the death of Srerazn Grnanp, Esq. 
the city of Philadelphia has sustained the loss of one 
of its most distinguished and useful citizens, to whose 
public spirit and enlarged views during a long life, this 
community is deeply indebted for many and important 
public benefits. 

Therefore resolved, That as a mark of the respect 
and consideration entertained for the memory of this 
public benefactor, the members of Councils will meet 
at the Council Chamber, at 10 o’clock, on Friday morn- 
ing, the 30th inst. and from thence proceed as a body 
to attend the funeral of our deeply lamented and dis. 
tinguished fellow citizen. 

The different plans and estimates relative to Writs’ 
Hosrtrat, were referred to the Committee on that sub- 
ject, with directions to report which in their estimation 
is the most worthy of the first premium, and that which 
deserves the second premium offered by these bodies. 


Councils adjourned to meet on Saturday evening 
next.—Phila. Gaz. 





Another public loss has likewise been sustained 
during the present week, in the death of the Rev. 
Joseph Sanford, Pastor of the Second Presbyterian, 
Church. On Wednesday, notwithstanding the snow 
storm at the time, his funeral was very numerously 


, attended, by the members of his congregation and oth- 


ers. His remains were conveyed to the church of which 


| he was lately pastor, where, a funeral sermon was deliv- 


ered by the Rev. Dr. McAuley. An interesting sketch 
was given of the life and labours of the deceased,which, 
(or some other) account of this excellent man, we hope 
hereafter to record. His body was then conveyed to 
the burial ground in Arch st. and interred in’the family 
vault of one of the elders of the church. 


The present number, with the Index which accom- 
panies it, closes the 8th volume of the Register—and 
completes the §urth year of our editorial career. Were 
it in our power to say that the encouragement afforded, 
kept pace with the rapidity with which our pages accu- 
mulate, we should feel, upon approaching the labours 
of anew volume—much invigorated. One more appeal 
to the public, would we make—upon its success will 
depend the continuance of the Register, beyond the 
period to be embraced in the volume, upon which we 
propose to enter, the ensuing week. We respectfully 
invite subscriptions. The previous 8 volumes can still 
be furnished, either bound, orin numbers, Price of 
the former $3 per vol.—of the latter $5 per annum. 





